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The natural vegetation in these montane landscapes is dominated by the grasslands, classified as 11A/C 1 -Southern Montane Wet Grasslands (Champion & Seth 1968) . These grasslands are interspersed with isolated, compact and sharply defined stunted evergreen trees, locally known as sholas (Images 1 & 2) and classified as 11A/DS 2 -southern wet temperate forests (Champion & Seth 1968) . The sholas are confined to the sheltered valleys, while the mountain tops are occupied by grasslands (Ranganathan 1938; Meher-Homji 1965; Jose et al. 1994; Thomas & Palmer 2007) . Of the 16 small carnivores of Western Ghats, all except the Honey Badger Mellivora capensis, are known to occur in Kerala (Mudappa 2013; Nameer 2015) ; the small carnivore community shows a high degree of endemism in the Western Ghats. The Brown Palm Civet and the Nilgiri Marten are endemic to the Western Ghats at species level while the Stripe-necked Mongoose and the Brown Mongoose are endemic to the Western Ghats at the subspecies level (Pocock 1941; Menon 2014) .
Small carnivore species diversity studies were reported from different landscapes and protected areas in southern India. For example, eight species of small carnivores were reported from Kalakad-Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve (Mudappa 2002) , 11 species from Karnataka State (Kumara & Singh 2006a,b) , seven species from the southern Western Ghats (Pillay 2009 ), nine species from the Biligiri Rangaswamy Temple Tiger R e s e r v e , K a r n a t a k a ( K um a r a e t a l . 2 0 1 4 ) , a n d 1 1 s p e c fi e s ff r om P a r am b fi k u l am T fi g e r R e s e r v e ( S r e e h a r fi & N am e e r 2 0 1 6 ) .
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M a r t e s gw a t k fi n s fi fi h a s a l r e a d y b e e n r e p o r t e d ff r om t h e m o n t a n e ff o r e s t s o ff E N P ( R fi c e 1 9 8 8 ; M a d h u s u d a n 1 9 9 5 ) . T h u s , t h e p r e s e n t s fi g h fi n g o ff t h e N fi l g fi r fi M a r t e n ff r om E N P r e c o n fi rm s t h e p r e s e n c e o ff t h fi s e n d em fi c a n d t h r e a t e n e d m u s t e l fi d fi n t h fi s m o n t a n e p r o t e c t e d a r e a . T h e r e w a s a p r e v fi o u s r e c o r d o ff A o n y x c fi n e r e a ff r om t h e m o n t a n e ff o r e s t s o ff E N P ( P e r fi n c h e r y e t a l . 2 0 1 1 ) a n d t h e p r e s e n t s fi g h fi n g s r e c o n fi rm fi t s p r e s e n c e . A l t h o u g h t h e B r ow n M o n g o o s e w a s e a r l fi e r r e p o r t e d ff r om E N P ( S r e e h a r fi e t a l . 2 0 1 3 ) , t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y ff a fi l e d t o r e c o r d t h e s p e c fi e s . I t fi s s u r p r fi s fi n g t h a t t h e B r ow n M o n g o o s e c o u l d n o t b e s fi g h t e d d u r fi n g t h e c u r r e n t s t u d y , fi n s p fi t e o ff t h e ff a c t t h a t t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y w a s a l o n g d u r a fi o n s t u d y w fi t h g r e a t e r c am e r a t r a p e ff o r t t h a n t h e p r e v fi o u s s t u d y c o n d u c t e d fi n 2 0 1 3 .
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